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History of the American Neurofology Society

(1965-1990)

RICHARD E. MARCUS, MD, Winnetka, Iiinois

On Sunday. November 14, 1963, during the Seven-
tieth Annual Meeting af the American Academy of
Ophthaimalogy and Owlarmpalogy (now the American
Academy of Otolaryngaiogy—Head and Neck Surgery)
- atthe Palimer House Hotel in Chicago. the Meuratolomy
* Group presented its Arst program. Since we were an
;Z- unknown and untested orgzanization. explaring new
. and clinically remote otologic temritery, the Acaderny
+. officials not unexpectedly bandled us gingerly and at
'::- arm's length. We were assigned 1o the Chicago
;. Room, which, despite its impressive name, was Jo-
.33 cated in the basemeant of the massive hotel, next 1o the
% -boilers. We thought 30 to 40 members and zuests of
' the Academy might attend (having invited 2504, but
k&mm-e than 100 cecupied the availablc sears, stoad
- against the walls, and Alled the rear of the rocen, spiiling
% it the corridor, The door was ieft opan. not anly 1a
Ay let the overflow crowd hear. but to provide some needed
‘é‘ ventilation.
"":L Whar began as the Newrotology Group in 1963 —
i renamied the American Neurotology Society in 1974—
15 this vear celebraring its 25th Anniversary, The So-
ctety presented a two-day scientific pragratn, with an
atendance of more than 400, and hosted a gala bisck
-_tln: banquct on Friday, Apeil 27. It has grown to beeome
&n important and infbential otolarynzologie society. a
Il member of the Combined Otolaryngologic Spring
Meetings (COSM), with 323 Active, Associate, Senjor,
4 Honorary members, and a substantial bank balance,
reporied at the Fall 1989 meeting, Hose did this
Phen?
It goes back to the earty 1960s. when otology was
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ar one of its crossroads. Significant advances in the
post-World War I1 years, incloding antibiotic control of
porulent otolegic infections and complications, had
opened the way to important accomplishments in the
medical and surgical treatment of chronic otitis media
and conduetive deafness. Using the basic techniques of
such middle ear surgery and assisted by site-of-lasion
audiomelrie tests. nystagmography, and newly devei-
oped temporal bone tomography, oologiste could reach
eighth nerve neoplasms early, directly, and with min-
iruen risk. In addition, the challenges of the Cold War,
Sputmik. and the weightless environment of space re-
selied in an outpouring of public and peivate funds for
all types of basic research. Thers was a rapid prolif-
eraticn of experimental reports on the MICTOSCopie, To-
lecular, and biochemical mechanisms of the inner sar
and central aervons system. What had been mostly ag
anatomie and physiologic cunosity. in which lesions
were difficult or impossible to treat, now looked as if
it might become chinically accessible.

Encouraged [urther by the papers presenied on the
approaches to auditory and vestibular systern disorders
at comprehensive symposta tn Houston and Terrodr,
some of us theaght it might be dme to bring a group
of our ca-workers together in a cantext. in which these
developments could be discussed and applied to the
profound and universally digabiing problams of fnner
ear deafniass and recurtent or persistent vertigo, The
plan for such a group was formulated when Dr, Nichatas
Torok and | met ar a delicatessen down the street from
the New York Hilten Hotel oo Toesday, October 22,
1963, during the 88th Annual dMeeting of the American
Academy of Gnhthalmnlugv and Otolaryrgology. It was
decided that T wonld pet in touch with same of our
friends and collengues, mctuding Fred Haghert, Maron
Canfield, Aram Gleng, Wiltard Parker, and Joseph
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Sataloff—all of wham joined us the next aftermoon In
my room at the Americana Hotel,

Although a number of wiews were expressed. we
found our inderests ultimacely centersd on the problems
of the incraa_aslr'ig comptexity of clinical hearing and
vestibular tests and the otologist’s role in the appfication
and interpratation of those rests in a feld m which
responsibility for patient care was fragmented and con-
troversial. Afier that meeting, we worked togother as
a provistonal committes oa atoneuralogy. lost a few of
the parly participants. but addad others. Subsequently
we agreed to try to develop an arganization in which
infotmation on these prohlems could be oxchanged and
seientific programs could be presented. We haggled a
bit on the choice of our name. but went public as the
NWeurotology Group, and arranged {or the inavgural
panel on Mystagmography, which imcloded a stitement
of our aims read by D, Frederick Marbert,

Heartened by the sucezss of the inaugural. we de-
¢ided to repeat at future Academy mectings. With a
modest undacwriting of expenses by owr Founding
Group, we moved quickly o write a constdmition and
by-laws {adopted in 1967), with purposes that echoed
our original aims to:

I. exchange and disseminate information about the
physiglogy, patholesy, and clinical management
of the sensorineural systemns of audition and equi-
Iihriom, and

2. stimuiate education and basic and chinical re-
search relacing to these svstems.

We named our interim officers and Executive Councit
and, with our new Jocicty's strecture now in place, we
soughd to enlist others in our cavse, A carefullv selecied
list of invitations was sent out. and 49 distingnisned
otalogists and co-warkers in the Aeld became out chae-
ter members in 1968 {Appendix).

Programs were planned on a vearly basis ar the Acad-
emy meetings. In the ficst 5 years, auditory and ves-
tibular panels or szlected combinations of the two werz
alternated. This format continved thereafter. but as the
Socicty's purposes and activities became recogmized,
the pumber and wvaricty of papers steadily increased.
Five-vear groupings of the programs from 1265 ta 1989
outiine this davelopment.

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
f965-4%

Primarily 2-hour annual and semi-annsal panal pre-
sentations oo audiometry and nystagmography, cover-
ing dingnostic approaches eo hoaring toss and vettigo.
incheding some elements of medical or surgical treat-
ment. One of the panels reviewed the surgical constd-
erations in facial nerve disocders,

Slalaryngsalogy—
Hemad and Neek Surgerny

a B

197G-74

Continuation of 2-hour panels, with intreduction of 3
genetic aspects of hearing loss and emphasis on de- §
seription and measurement of nystagmus and oculo- §
motor dizorders. [n 1972, for the first time. the MNvs-
tagmography Study Club joined the regular sciencific 3
presentakions of the Society, Eventually it became the §
Vestibulology Committee, which. along with the Au. §
diology Commitiee, organized annual workshop pro- §
ZTams,

1975-79

Numerous papers on newrstslosic eocelates of con-
rral nervous sysiem diseasc. In-depth swdies on the
physiclogic, histologic, pathologic. and clinical ind-
ings in Meniere's disease. including various medical |
and surgical ireatments then available, Methads af re-
habilitation jor pabents with vertigo. Review of new
developments in audiometry, with the first svmposium §
in 1978 on clinical applications of evaked avditory re-
sponse. The day-lang senoral scientific sessions 2t the |
Spring meetings were an innovation in (379,

1980-85

Meetings now extended to ote-and-a-half days: fur-3
ther studies on the basic science and clinical aspects of
vestibuelar funetion and pathology and evoked maponse:
audiomeiry. Papers and panels on tinnitus. sudden deaf-4
ness, and use of CT scanning in eighth nerve neoplasmsi
and other inmer ear disorders. Various roports on Sur-)
gical treaimeant of Mepiere's diseage, eighth perve scc-
tien, and singular neursctomy, Papers and discussions:
on the cgchlear imelant.

1985-8%

The appeatance of various papers on new or updated _'
versions of surzical treaement of Menjere’s diseass.)
facial nerve disorders. skuli base lesiens. glomus tu-g
moes, and middle ear inflamimatery disease, In-depth§
reviews of the cochlear implant, application of CT scan,]
and ineroductory use of magnetic resonance imaging.]
Comprehensive program in £987 (3] ten-minute papers)
on auto-immune ear disease, furiher clinical applica-
tions of evoked response, temporal bone disease. and_
posterior fossa vascular and neurocologic surpary. o
sponsoted scientific meeting with the Politzer Sociaty,
Decernber 1987, Extsnsive presemtations in 1985 (48
ten-minute papers), including the 25th anniversary o
wanstemporal bane miicrosturgical remaval af acoustic
nenromas. In 1989, there were 62 elght-mimme papers:

In the decade of 1280 to 1989, probably in raspons
ta the major developments in diagnostic capabilities
meanitoring technigues, and surmieal approsches to th
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inner car, posterior fossa, and skull base, there was a
remarkable increase in the number of papers (from 15
in 1981 & 62 in [989), many of them oo sorgical
traatment and techaigue, There was aisp a correspond-
ing decrease in the time allotted for presentation (from
15 to 20 minutes in 1981 1o eight minutes in 1989 and
in choice of subjects —a perceptitde drifting away from
the primary sensorineural auditory and vestibular as-
pects of our field. However. including transplant and
implant surgery. the exponential growth of interest in
surgical treatment i not unique to neurotology and is
secn in cardiology. ophthalmoiozy, and orthopedics, o
pame but 2 few of the burgeoning specialties.

CRGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The ertginal constitution and be-laws 11967 set out
1o define and implement ihe organizavon and funcrion
of the Socizry in four general categories in order o

1. establish 4 membership of gualified professionals

with recopnized proficiency in teaching. writing.
or research in the field of ncorotslogy;

1. cheose, arrange, coordinate. and stage its scien-

tific programs:

3. inittare an active liaisen with other societies and

groups with mreneal or related intorests; and

4. strive for lcadership in specific areas of impor-

rance to its purposes.

It appointed committees that in the early yaars
worked to set ap a joint scieatific session with the Amer-
ican Medical Association Section on Ctolaryngoalogy:
orgAnized an AMa-approved contimeng medical eduo-
cation procrarm; co-sponsorad . endocsed. or participated
extensively In sympasia. pansls. and presentations with
other socteties or eroups in the field. The Society un-
derenk to monitor and evaluate the relevane neuroto-

 logic teaching courses at the American Academy of
Cphthalmalogy and Deolarynzology Fall meetings; con-
. cerned itself with the education and training of residents
fsince a pumber af its charter members were heads af
- medical school deparuments); and took an active part
in providing informnation to general practitioners and

-; othet specialists throngh medical school postgraduate

eourses, It eneouraged basie studics in auditary and
. vestibutar physiology and pathology and  provided
- places for such papers at its scientific meerings, There
wore enrly attcmpts 0S¢0 up training programs for
eudivmetric apd vestibuler techpicians, The Vestiba-
Iology Committee led the way to acceptance of nystag-
mography as an important clinieal procedure snd its
ultimate approval, as sueh, by thitd-party payers. The
Audiolopy Committes was an early proponeat of atol-
ogists efforts to include in their practices an expanded
adiometric capability, as well as the evaluation and

preseription of hearing aide and assistive devices,

As the Soctety grew in numbers and influence, its
organizational work increased proportionalely. To ae-
knowledge its new status, it became the American Neu-
rotolegy Society in 1974, In 1989, after vears of prep-
aratian and review, a revised constitution and by-iaws
were approved that further sirengthened, enlarged, and
clarified these functions. Membership standards wers
sharpened and formaiized. The coordination of the sei-
entific program was streamlined and n permanent place
was fnally assured in April 1989, with the Socieny's
aceeptance into the Spring meeting of COSM. Liaizon
was expanded with the American Otologicat Society,
with both sociztizs working tegether to develop, among
other things, Fellowship Guidelines for Otelogic Train-
ing in Ology !/ Neurotology. A joiot deeoment on the
sibject iz fo be approved by both societies.

Active eontact with the AAO-~HNS has been main-
tained through the Brard of Govermners. Tt has
vonsidered 8 number of marers of mumel conesrn,
including relationships with audiologists and apdio-
Ingic prganizations, which had indicated n desice in
1984 to fuection independently of physicians in au-
diclogy and vestibular resting. Also discussed with the
AAD-MNS. as well as the American Otological Socicty
and the Ametican Board of Otolarvngology, were
the problems of recertification—sub-certification. The
concept was finallv rejected by both AAG=HNS and
AMNS. In addition. the publication of the AAD-_HNS,
thelarmmpology-Head and Neck Surgerv, 15 now the
offictal Journal of the American Neurotology Society.
Throogh some of its reorganized standing cammittess,
the Society will maintain liaisan and suppart the de-
velopment of a new independent American Sociery of
Ewvoked Potential Monitoring and will encourage pre-
sentatiens at its seicnkiic-programs by members of
newly developing Sloull Base Soecieries,

It has extended its scientific program to include the
William F, House Lecturaship, as well as honored guest
lecturers, It becomes the host society this year for the
~icholas Tomok Vestibular Award for an annual lecrore
of an innovative chservation, experience, or techoique
in the feid of vesttbular bagic science. This is in ad-
diticn ta its already established anoval Traines Award
Program for 4 paper accepted and presented by the
author {resident or fellow) on a clinical or basic rasearch
study,

REFLECTIGNS

It i fair to say that the American Neurotolory Society
has made the most of these past 25 vears. [t has pained
instituttonat zolidity by finding a ﬁenﬂane.m mesting
tirme and place. It has an official journal for the pub-
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licatton of the papers of its seicntific programs. It enjoys
A comfortable financial stability. 14 has restructured s
oTganization to deal with the recoment peablems of au-
dialngists and audialogie graups, optimum size of mem-
bership, and recenification and sub-certification. The
definition of nevrotolopy continues ta be difficult, but
may evolve from the stedies of the joint commines of
the American Otolegical Society and the American
Meurotology Soclery on fellowship goidelines for oto-
logic raining in otoloey ! neurotaloey.

The Snciety has been fortunate (o have had 1 succes-
sion of officers and members with vision. cnergy, and
enterprise. They have shown a willingness (o open their
programs ta the many new and somerimes conteoversiai

rrEs—————————

Clalarmngology.
Head and Neck Surger

developments in medicat seience, while trying alway
to maintain an overall balance. They have had (o adap
guickly 1o the demands af constantly shifting admin
istrative, educational, socigeconomic, and politics
conditions in their awn comomunitics and in the natior
ar large.

The growth of the Saciery from its orginal founder
group and charter membecship 1o its prescnt seatuee
recounted and documented here. Its selentific meeting
are crawded. places oit i scicniific programs are sough
By many more than can be accommodarad. and mem
bership in the group is a proud achieverncrt. Tt is ap
parent that its influence is felt and acknowledged wher
over neurcidogy and oeclaryngology are precticed,

FIRST QFFICERS AND CHARTER MEMBERS 194&7-68

APPENDIX
OGFFICERS
Fred Harben Crodfrey E. Ameold
Presiden: Aram Glorig

Richard E, Marcus
Serretarv-Troasurer

Willard Parker

FXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Bruce Procior

Wallace Robin
Nichelas Torok

ACTIVE MEMBERS

Aliord, Bobby Ray

Hart, Cacil W 1.

Reddy, John B,

*Amold, Godfrey Edward
Busis. Sidney N.
Clermis, Jack D

Cohen. Nee| L,
Compere, ‘Wesley E.
DeWeese. David Downs
Dratowitz, David A,
Farkashidy, Joseph
Gacek, Richard R.
*Glorig, Aram
*Marbert, Fred

*Founding Member

Bertrand. Robert A.
Drerbyshire, Arthur, PhD
Fields, William Straus

Hemenway, W, Garth
Hilding, Daovid A,
Hilger, Jeromc AL
House, William F,
Linthieurn, Frederick H.
*Mlarcus, Richard E,
MW Cabe. Brian Francis
Maunten, Ralph
Paparclia, sichacl 8.
*Parkar, Willard
*Proctor, Bruce

Proud, Gunonar .
Pulce, Jack

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Hardy, Willtam ., PhD
[zarashi. Makoio
Ireland, Destmond i,
Toglia. foseph 1),
Yalvagzor. Galdina E.

1

Ruben, Robert 1.
*Rubin, Wailace
Satajoff, Jeseph
Sclhuknecht, Harold F.
Simmans. F. Blair
anow, James B, I,
Spector. Martin
Soeoud, Malenlm H.
*Torok. Micholas
Ward, Faul H.
Wholfson, Robert 1.

Yemnon, lack A, PhD
Weiss, Alfred D.
Young, in Min



